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TAX EXEMPTION FOR INDUSTRY 


The South Carolina State Planning Board has 
issued a very revealing report entitled "Is New 
Industry Tax Exemption Effective?" Of 46 counties 
in the state, all but three allow exemption from 
property taxes to all new industries for a period 
of five years. Questionnaires were sent to the 
treasurers of the counties of the state and defi- 
nite answers were received from l6o0f them. Eleven 
of the 16 counties stated that tax exemptions have 
not been a determining factor in locating industries 
in their counties; three answered in the affirma- 
tive and two stated that they did not know. 

Even more revealing are the statements by in- 
dustrial representatives. An industrial head of a 
large railway system said, "It is my distinct in- 
pression as a result of years of experience, that 
tax exemptions do not exercise any appreciable in- 
fluence in the matter of locating new industries. 
It is much more important, in my opinion, to make 
sure that the basic fundamentals of the tax struc- 
ture are fair and businesslike and that a state 
build upa reputation of having a sympathetic atti- 
tude generally toward business and the problems of 
industry. The overwhelming majority of industry is 
entirely willing to bear its proportionate share 
of the tax burden." 

A representative of another large railway sys- 
tem said, "My own opinion is that in the case of 
most small industrial concerns, concessionsof this 
and other kinds do have a favorable influence, but 
such is not true with most large industrial con- 
cerns as the latter class is usually attracted to 
a certain location by virtue of existing economic 
and operational advantages such as raw materials, 
labor, climate, power, etc. . ." Another industri- 
al representative said, "I would say that tax ex- 
emption for industry isamore or less minor factor. 
I am not advised personally of a_ single industry 
which we have lost for South Carolina by reason of 
the existing tax situation." 

Still another industrial representative of a 
national electric utility holding company said, 
"In regard to my opinion as to property tax exemp- 
tion as a factor in locating an industry, I can 
frankly say that I do not believe it has«been of any 
great advantage, except perhaps in the case of one 
or two of the smaller type of industries." 

The manager of a statewide business associa- 


tion said, "It is our impression that new industries 
are not generally attracted by exemption from taxes 
in the counties, unless all the factors are favor 
able to the investment in any particular county. 
An enterprise seeking a location must consider the 
availability of suitable labor, water, nearness to 
raw products ortothe market, shipping facilities, 
etc., and also the general attitude of the public 
as expressed by the laws and regulations of the 
state, verdicts of juries and the friendly attitude 
of the people as a whole. All things considered, 
our opinion is that exemptions from local taxes 
are not a major influence in the location of new 
industries." 

Inquiries were also sent toanumber of states 
to determine the existing policies with respect to 
tax exemption. Maryland wrote, "It is believed that 
uniform prohibition of such exemption would be 
highly desirable. . ." Virginia replied, "Asa 
matter of policy, we do not believe that tax exemp- 
tion for industry is conducive to the welfare of 
the state. Economically sound industrial develop= 
ment should not require the crutch of tax exemption 
to make up for some lack of the resources or facil- 
ities which are conducive to such a development." 
Tennessee wrote, "We do not consider tax exemp- 
tion as an inducement to industry justified under 
any circumstances. . ." 

The report summarizes by saying, "Of three 
business representatives interviewed, all of whom 
have had large experience in industrial location, 
two stated that industrial tax exemptions are un=- 
desirable; the third stated that asa part of other 
considerations andunder certain conditions tax ex- 
emptions are desirable." Seven of the southeastern 
states stated that tax exemption to industries is 
undesirable. Ofthe northeastern and western states 
consulted all reported that tax exemptions are not 
allowable under any form in those states and that 
the practice is regarded as very undesirable in 
every way. Oklahoma reported that although indus- 
trial tax exemptions are allowable no benefits have 
been observed since the law was enacted and the 
practice is not recommended in that state. 

Another article in the report lists the six 
principal reasons for the location of industry. 
They are: (1)raw materials, (2)markets, (3)power 
and fuel, (4)transportation, (5)labor, (6)climate. 








CAPT. GEBHART WRITES FROM HIS ISLAND 


Dear Walter: 

"Very surprised to see my scrawled note in the 
February News Letter. That note waswritten during 
the action that resulted in elimination of the en- 
emy from this island. At the time, artillery was 
whizzing and whopping overhead. All of our bat- 
teries were going full blast and it was a hell of 
adin. The Stations were handling capacity loads 
of casualties and at times were under motor fire 
Sniping was the usual thing around collecting sta- 
tions. . . 

"We have completed ahalf year here and things 
have certainly changed. Instead of moving cross 
country on ‘traveled ways' knee deep and better, 
to a tall Indian in very fluid md, we now have 
miles of well crowned roads constructed by the en- 
gineers and navy CB's. Those boys certainly eam 
their salt. The CB's landed along with the marines 
as did the engineers with us and have been build 
ing ever since. They both were right up with the 
leading elements, bull-dozing roads for our jeep 
ambulances and the supply people. They haven't 
been idle since. Like the Medical Department they 
have as much or more to do when combatant elements 
take a rest upon cessation of hostilities. Their 
accomplishments -result from hard tenacious physi- 
cal labor with a minimum of equipment. . ." 


MILWAUKEE EXPANDS PLANNING PROGRAM 


The Milwaukee BoardofPublic Land Commissioners 
has recently submitted tothe Mayor andCommon Coun- 
cil aprogram for the reorganization ofits planning 
department and procedure. The City, which is only 
two years short of the 100 year mark of its exist- 
ence is acutely conscious of the results of its 
early unplanned development. ACitizens Lake Front 
Committee hasbeen active for several years in urg- 
ing the development of a master plan for the lake 
front, andmore recently another citizens committee, 
the Milwaukee Metropolitan Plan Association, was or- 
ganized for the purpose of bringing active support 
to the preparation of a master plan and comprehen- 
sive urban redevelopment. 

It is proposed that planning inMilwaukee shall 
go forward under anadministrative planning officer 
called a Planning Director, with the assistance of 
a supervising planner to correlate the work of the 
technical staff. First emphasis under the master 
plan will be given to the lake front development 
study and to a long-range improvement programin 
line with the City's debt free policy. 

The reorganization plan proposes a complete 
reclassification of planning positions within the 
Board of Public Land Commissioners and a revision 
of the salary scale for them. 

The Common Council has appropriated an addi- 
tional $8600 for the remainder of the fiscal year 
and authorized the employment of eleven new staff 
members in accordance with the program submitted. 

The positions to be filled- are planning di- 
rector, supervising planner, associate planner, 2 
illustrating draftsmen, junior illustrating drafts- 
men, junior planners, and assistant planners. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL RESOURCES PLANNING BOARD 


AT ITS 69TH MEETING, HELD IN WASHINGTON ON JUNE 29-30, 1943, THE BOARD VOTED 

To transmit the thanks and appreciation of the Board to the members 
of the staff in Washington and in the Field, and to the specialists 
and agencies - both inside and outside the Federal Government - who 
have cooperated with the staff and served on the Board's technical 
committees, Regional Planning commissions, and drainage basin or other 
committees, for the effective and faithful performance of difficult 
assignments in planning research, program coordination, and leadership 
in planning efforts of localities, States, regions, and the Nation. 
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Clarke, SWerr0n. Zrige Gan k, 


Charles E. Merriam George F. Yantis 
Tiel Tarn 
-- 
Charles W. Eliot, Director Harold Merrill, Executive Officer 


Since the preparation of the last News Letter, 
Congress has passed the Second Deficiency Bill which 
revises the funds available for discontinuance of 
the National Resources Planning Board to $79,500, 
of which $42,500 is available only for the payment 
of earned leave. The Bill abolishing the Board 
provides, among other things, "that the National 
Resources Planning Board is abolished effective 
August 31, 1943, and the functions exercised by such 
Board shall not be transferred to any other agency 
and shall not be performed after such date except 
as hereafter provided bylaw. . ." A number of em 
ployees of NRPB have already transferred to other 
federal agencies. 


OUR NET REPRODUCTION RATE IN 1940 


BD hice oanee 
a‘! aeeee RERR 


AVERAGE 


eRaRe aH 
Lah ERERE EERRE 


NON-FARM 











NECESSARY TK 
MAINTAIN 








ne 


ps tated ah aet RReH 


FARM — Each symbol represents 10 girlbabies SOURCE: CENSUS BUREAU 
Prepared by Pictograph Corporation for War, Babies, 


and the Future, by William Pielding Ogburn, pub- 
lished by the Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 4#.Y. 


4554 








»)) @ 





on 








0. 


———— 





na =o © 





4 
~ HH MD 


Y. 


SYRACUSE PLANNING PROGRESSES 


On July 13 andi4, editors and managers of For- 
tune Magazine and the Architectural Forum met with 
the sag voy vol Post-War Planning Council. 
A number of technical committees presented reports 
dealing among other things with population, the 
economic base of the area, agriculture, land use, 
traffic, and public relations. The special par- 
ticipation committee submitted a report which is 
based upon a questionnaire which had been answered 
by a selected group of about a thousand persons. 
A very large percentage of those questioned believe 
that we must do planning now for the post-war pe- 
riod. 

Several meetings were held in which leading 
citizens including industrialists, bankers, mer- 
chants, and public officials met todiscuss specific 
problems and methods for improving the area. There 
is a considerable amount of active participation 
by many persons interested in the community. The 
project is making definite progress toward the 
preparation of a broad plan for the area. 





PLANNING FOR HOUSING 


In a recent statement on "Housing Policy and 
Program," the National Association of Housing Of- 
ficials has the following to say with respect to 
planning: 

"It is essential to determine wisely where the 
new housing should be located and to make sure that 
it shall beso laid out and constructed as to assure 
good quality homes in neighborhoods providing de- 
sirable living conditions. It isequally essential 
to designate blighted areas that yet can be revi- 
talized, andslum sections that should be demolished 
and rebuilt for appropriate uses. These things can 
be done intelligently only where the basic essen- 
tials of a master plan for the metropolitan area 
have been prepared. 

"This planning must be done nowif the mistakes 
of unguided developments that have characterized 
previous building booms are to be avoided when 
building begins again at the war's end." 


CLEVELAND ZONING AMENDMENTS 


A number of major changes have been made in 
the Cleveland zoning ordinance. Changes are to 
take effect on August 5th. Among the new sections 
are one creating an "AA" single family dwelling 
district in which there shall be a minimum side 
yard of 5 feet and atotal of 20 feet of side yards, 
with a minimum area of 7200 sq. ft. per family. In 
"B" residence districts row-houses of not more than 
6 units are permitted with certain special require- 
ments. There are a number of new sections dealing 
with off-street parking, requiring 1 car-space for 
each family for every new or remodeled residential 
structure, including apartments. Anew section cre- 
ates local retail business districts of less than 
"900 feet inlength. . .or longer, ifit is specifi- 
cally set apart hereafter as such by ordinance." 
Provision is also made for large scale housing de- 
velopments. 


TOLEDO'S POST-WAR PLANNING PROGRAM 


The City and County Plan Commissions of Toledo 
and Lucas County, Onio, and the citizens' long 
range planning committee have recently submitted a 
post-war program which calls for the expenditure of 
$84,745,915. This amount will be apportioned among 
municipal, county, school, state, and federal gov- 
ernments, transportation companies, private corpo- 
rations, and individuals. Among the projects of 
the Plan Commission which have already been approved 
are completion oftheCivic Center, with construction 
of anew county building anda new city hall, exten- 
sion of the Anthony Wayne Trail, anda highway ele- 
vation project over Swan Creek and the Nickel Plate 
Railroad tracks. Charles E. Hatch is secretary- 
engineer for both commissions. 


PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HOUSTON 


The Post-War Planning Committee of the Houston 
Chamber of Commerce (Hugh Potter, Chairman) recently 
recommendeda ten-point action program to the Hous- 
ton Planning Commission. Matters on which the Com 
mittee would like the City Planning Commission to 
take action are the following: (1) Preparation at 
once of an overall master plan. (2) Cooperation 
with the surrounding county sothat the master plan 
may be regional in character. (3) An adequate ap- 
propriation by the City Council for the employment 
of consultant services. (4) Pressure fromthe City 
Manager, the City Council, the County Judge, and 
the Commissioners Court to prepare a detailed re- 
gional plan so as to take advantage of possible 
federal and state aid. (5) Initiation of studies 
with respect to the extension of city limits into 
unincorporated areas. (6) Cooperation with the 
county to control the subdivision of land beyond 
the city limits. (7) A program whereby the City 
Council may work with private enterprise to develop 
suitable vacant areas within the city limits and to 
seek federal legislation and loans for land assem 
bly. (8) Completion of the Civic Center, elimina- 
tion of grade crossings, improvement of local rapid 
transit, revision of the building code, etc. (9) 
Institute an educational campaign through the lo- 
cal schools, colleges, and other agencies for full 
citizen participation in the master plan. (10) 
Preparation of specific b’ .eprints for public works 
in the post-war period. 


SENATE POST-WAR PLANNING COMMITTEE 


The Senate Committee on Post-4ar Economic 
Policy and Planning, set up in March under the 
chairmanship of Senator George, has recently ap- 
pointed a subcommittee to explore plans for indus- 
trial reorganization after the war. Members of the 
subcommittee are Senator O'Mahoney of Wyoming, 
Senator Lucas of Illinois, and Senator McNary of 
Oregon. 

The full Committee has retained the Brookings 
Institution for general researcn on post-war economic 
problems and to keep the Comnittee in touch with 
studies being made by other public andorivate plan- 
ning agencies. 








URBAN REHABILITATION IN BOSTON 


The Boston City Planning Board has issued its 
second report on a program for the reconstruction 
of certain blighted areas. The section specifical- 
ly considered is known as the "New York Streets" 
area. In 1940, it hada population of 4231 persons 
residing on41.06 gross acres. Presently zoned for 
general business, with a height restriction of 155 
feet, it is suggested that the area bereconstructed 
for residence purposes. A detailed financial pro- 
gram isset forth. The committee found "with no 
more help or subsidy than that which is assumed in 
the above calculations, namely the power of con- 
demnation for redevelopment purposes and the ad- 
justment of the tax assessment, nocorporation could 
undertake a reconstruction project, whether on 
built-up or on vacant land, in corporate Boston for 
tenants not able topay more than $8.00 per rentable 
room per month. This sum in many cases would not 
carry even the taxes plus the maintenance and man- 
agement." The report is accompanied by an explana- 
tion of and the text of an act "Relative to Certain 
Urban Redevelopment Corporations Under the Control 
of the State Board of Housing." 


ST. PAUL TRUCKING ORDINANCE 


The City of St. Paul, Minnesota, has adopted 
a trucking ordinance specifying certain streets 
upon which trucks may drive (see News Letter story 
of September 1941, page 80). 

Opponents of this ordinance claimed that it 
creates a wastage of irreplaceable transportation 
equipment and rubber and so reported to the Office 
of Defense Transportation, which Office askedif it 
were possible to arrange for some relocation for 
the duration. 

The City Planning Board of St. Paul prepared 
a report explaining the advantages of a trucking 
ordinance for the City of St. Paul to the people 
living in the areas zoned for singie-family houses 
and the advantages to the trucking industry. As a 
result of that report, the Office of Defense Trans- 
portation has advised that the ordinance is, in its 
opinion, a reasonable one and ithas therefore with- 
drawn its request for a change at this time. 
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POST-WAR PLANNING FOR AGRICULTURE 


One hundred representatives of the United 
States Department of Agriculture met in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, during the week of July 26th to discuss 
problems of agriculture during the war and the post- 
war periods. 

Among the problems discussed were: (a)long time 
desirable goals and objectives for American agricul- 
ture, (b)agriculture at the end of 1944, (c)produc- 
tion adjustments during the demobilization period, 
Here it was believed that the demand for American 
farm products may beeven greater inthe demobiliza- 
tion period than during the war. Those present 
considered alternative programs based (1)on a high 
level of employment and productivity, and (2) on 
unemployment. 

Consideration was given tothe development and 
conservation of natural resources including crop 
and pasture lands, forest lands and range lands. 

There was recognition of the relationship be- 
tween agriculture and industry. Those attending 
believed that farmers should understand the factors 
that influence the levels of demand for farm prod- 
ucts. Themain objectives should beto help farmers 
understand the extent to which their prosperity is 
dependent on high levels of activity and prosperity 
among the city consumers of their products, both in 
international markets and in domestic markets, and 
to understand the steps that may be necessary to 
maintain high levels of industrial prosperity. 

Attention was giventothe matter of rural in- 
dustries and the adjustment of workers who may wish 
to return to areas from which they came. It was 
felt that there is an opportunity for conversion of 
some industries in rural areas and for an increase 
in the manufacture of goods fabricated from local 
raw materials. There is an opportunity to establish 
plants to process agricultural products at the 
source. There isapossibility that returning sol- 
diers and present war workers might be employed in 
small rural industries instead of settling down on 
small marginal farms. 

Since itis estimated that the federal govern- 
ment now owns 3 million acres of good farm land, 
consideration was giventothe release of this land 
from military use after the war thus making it a- 
vailable for agricultural use. 

Organization and policy problems also came up 
for discussion, among them relations between the 
Department of Agriculture and the land grant col- 
leges or other groups interested in post-war ag- 
ricultural problems. Also considered was the 
problem of acquainting farm people with post-war 
problems and of obtaining their suggestions for 
needed programs. 

‘Special attention was given to the matter of 
farming opportunities for returned soldiers. How 
much good land remains available for development 
and settlement and closer settlement? Where is it 
located? How can it be improved? What will it cost 
compared to returns? How large should farms be? 
Traditionally, the family-size farm under owner- 
operation has been the generally accepted goal. 
Should that be changed now? If the goal is still 
the same, how can it be achieved? 
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PERSONALS 


Morris H. Hirsh (formerly assistant to ASPO's 
D pire 


ctor and presently in North Africa) has been 
promoted from corporal to second lieutenant in G-2. 





Herbert H. Jaqueth, formerly City Planning 
Engineer, Sacramento, California, is now serving 
as Administrative Assistant in the Department of 
Finance, State of California. 





James Knowlson has been named chairman and John 
Beven, president of the Illinois Central Railroad, 
has been elected vice-chairman of the Postwar Eco- 
nomic Advisory Council of Chicago. 





Robert B. Mitchell, formerly with the National 
Resources Planning Board, has been named executive 
director of the Philadelphia City Planning Commis— 
sion. 





Alvah J. Webster, who has been in the armed 
services, has returned tohis former position as di- 
rector of the Rhode Island State Planning Board. 





Joe D. Wood is again serving as executive 
secretary of the Idaho State Planning Board, which 
has been reorganized under existing legislation. 
The Board is now engaged in a program of post-war 
planning. 


Charles H. Cheney, secretary of the Palos Ver- 
des Architectural Board and Art Jury, died last 
month. He began practice as an architect in San 
Francisco, and later, in Portland, Oregon, drew up 
one of the first zoning ordinances in the country. 
He served as technical consultant in city planning 
to anumber of California cities, among them River- 
side, Santa Barbara,Monterey, Long Beach, Alameda, 
Berkeley, Fresno, etc. He was best known for his 
plan of the Palos Verdes Estates. He was a member 
of a board of three engineers which prepared a ma- 
jor traffic street plan for Los Angeles in 1924. 
Between 1932 and 1936 he was a consultant to the 
California State Commission of Immigration and 
Housing, and in the years 1924-28 he was secretary 
of the California Conference on City Planning. Since 
1923, Mr. Cheney had been a member of the Palos 
Verdes Art Jury, which approves the desjgn of all 
structures constructed inthe Palos Verdes Estates. 


PLANNING EXHIBIT IN NEW YORK 


The City Planning Commission of New York 
together with the Department of Public Works will 
spend $91,900 for an exhibit of proposed post-war 
public works. Authorization was given by the 
Board of Estimate. The $91,900 appropriation is 
of $25,000,000 authorized for planning of the 

$700,000 ,900 worth of post-war works. The main 
feature of the exhibit will be a three-dimensional 
floor map of the City. On it will be indicated all 
of the post-war projects. The map wilI be viewed 
from a low ramp. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report of the Bay City Planning Commission, 


1942-1943; Bay City, Michigan; Ronald K. McGilli- 
vray, City Planner. /7pp. 





Annual Report of the Marin County Planning Commis- 
sion, 1942-1943: Cheda Building, San Rafael, Cali- 
fornia; Mary Robinson Gilkey, Planning Technician. 
17pp.mimeo. 








Annual Report of the New Orleans City Planning and 

in ission, 1942: 601 Sewerage and Water 
Board Building, 526 Carondelet Street, NewOrleans, 
Louisiana; Anne Robertson, Secretary. 29pp.tables. 





Annual Report of the Oakland City Planning Commis- 
sion, 1942-1943: City Hall, Oakland, California; 





John G. Marr, Engineer. 23pp.mimeo.,tables. 
Annual Report of the Planning Board, 1942: Salem, 
Massachusetts; Warren H. Butler, Chairman. Opp. 


MIAMI MAYOR ON POST-WAR PLANNING 


In mid-July, Mayor Leonard K. Thomson of Mi- 
ami, Florida, submitted a program tothe Miami Plan- 
ning Board for informing the citizens of the necessity 
of establishing a comprehensive post-war program for 
the City andofenlisting their active participa- 
tion in such a program. The Mayor's letter listed 
the major public works which might reasonably be 
constructed after the war. It was made clear that 
the list did not include any items ofdeferred main- 
tenance. 

The Miami Planning Board, whose Executive Sec- 
retary is Frank F. Stearns, adopted the Mayor's 
proposal at once, and acting upon his suggestion 
arranged with the Miami Herald and the Miami Daily 
News for publication on July 28 of the Mayor's 
statement and his list of proposed public works. 
Returns which have already come in show sewage dis— 
posal as the number one item desired by the citi- 
zens. This is followed by (2) a new railroad ter- 
minal, (3) slum clearance, (4) bridges and tunnels, 
(5) incinerator, and (6) hospital. 


PHILADELPHIA CITIZENS' COUNCIL ON PLANNING 


A Citizens' Council on City Planning was or- 
ganized in Philadelphia on June 3. The objectives 
of the Council are cooperation and maintaining in- 
terest in and support for city planning, in pro- 
viding information and in submitting suggestions. 
The first issue of the Newsletter was issued in 
July. Officers for 1943-44 are Walter Phillips, 
President; Henry Beerits, Vice-President; Edmund N. 
Bacon, Secretary; Frank J. Smith, Treasurer. Mrs. 
O'Brien Boldt is Executive Secretary. 


LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


The Lincoln, Nebraska, Chamber of Commerce is 
organizing an advisory planning committee. E. L. 
Smith has been selected as Chairman and R. E. Camp- 
bell as Vice-Chairman. 
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AMA AND ASPO COOPERATE ON 
POST-WAR PLANNING 


The American Municipal Association has sent a 
letter to leagues of municipalities outlining a co- 
operative program for post-war planning. The fol- 
lowing sections are taken from that letter. 

"At the recent meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee in Chicago, plans proposed by the Special Com 
mittee on Planning were discussed and approved. 
The Committee on Planning includes the following: 
Mayor Wilson W. Wyatt, Louisville, Kentucky, Chair- 
man; Charles E. Lee, Decatur, Illinois; Herbert A. 
Olson, Director, Michigan Municipal League; Walter 
H. Blucher, Executive Director, American Society of 
Planning Officials; and Earl D. Mallery, Executive 
Director, American Municipal Association. The AMA 
will work in cooperation with the American Society 
of Planning Officials, the International City Man- 
agers' Association, and the Public Administration 
Service in carrying out this program. The leagues 
of municipalities are to be the cooperating agencies 
in their respective states. 

"The program thus far outlined is threefold. 

"1. The American Municipal Association, through 
its Special Committee on Planning, is preparing a 
detailed statement on planning that will include an 
outline of its program and suggestions for municipal 
action. It ishoped that this will serve as a gen- 
eral guide to municipal officials in developing 
their program for post-war planning. This statement 
should be ready soon and will be sent to league 
secretaries for their use. 

"2, The AMA will cooperate with ASPO and the 
state leagues in the organization of six-day con- 
ferences m municipal planning inthe various states. 
These conferences will be, in reality, training in- 
stitutes inplanning. Municipal officers attending 
them will be given concentrated instruction in plan- 
ning methods and techniques. The American Society 
of Planning Officials will be responsible for the 
preparation of the conference course of study with 
the advice of the AMA staff. The AMA will under- 
take to organize and operate the schools and, with 
ASPO, to supply the staff for the conferences. 
Travel expenses of conference leaders from _ the 
Chicago offices will be borne jointly by AMA and 
ASPO. 

"The state leagues of municipalities, in those 
states where conferences are to be held, are to 
stimulate attendance of appropriate representatives 
of local government, andmake local arrangements as 
to-time and place. 

"The municipalities which send representatives 
are asked topay their travel andmaintenance costs. 
Care should be exercised in selecting representa- 
tives who will be intimately connected with the fu- 
ture program of planning in the cities. .. 

"3, The publication of Progressive Steps in 
Community Planning,an eighty-page handbook prepared 
by the members of the staff of the Urban Section of 
the National Resources Planning Board is now under 
way. The sponsors of the publication will be AMA, 
ASPO and ICMA, while PAS will publish it as one of 
its Public Administration series. , This pamphlet 
has been designed for the express purpose of aiding 
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city officials to organize their own planning pro- 


grams. A reasonably large number of these hand 
books will be furnished free to the state leagues 
of municipalities. The leagues will be asked to 
distribute them to the various municipalities, and 
to take care of the cost of distribution. Copies 
should be available in September. 

"The AMA has made municipal post-war planning 
a major objective in its program and will devote 
its energies to being helpful to the leagues and 
their municipalities. To help organize this pro- 
gram, H. F. Alderfer, of Pennsylvania, is working 
in the Chicago office for the next few months. 
Walter Blucher, of ASPO, will be actively engaged 
in the program and has in addition secured the 
services of J. Marshall Miller, member of the staff 
in planning of Columbia University, and Philip El- 
wood, of Iowa State University, who formerly was 
regional chairman of the National Resources Plan- 
ning Board. Bothof these men will work on the con- 
ference curriculum and may be available as members 
of the conference staff. 


NEWARK, N. J.. APPOINTS PLANNING BOARD 


The Board of Commissioners of the City of New- 
ark, on June 16, adopted an ordinance creating a 
Central Planning Board consisting of 9 members. It 
is the function of the Board to serve asa clearing 
house for all governmental plans and projects that 
may benefit and affect the City of Newark; to make 
comprehensive studies and surveys of federal, state, 


county,and municipal post-war plans and projects,etc. »y 
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LEGISLATION — AQOPTED 
State 


hio; Amended Substitute Senate Bill No. 18 - Pro- 

vides for the creation of a post-war program com 

mission consisting of twenty-one members including 

| the president of the senate, the administrator of 
| 


bet 





the bureau of unemployment compensation, the direc- 
tor of welfare, the director of highways, the di- 
rector of public works and the tax commissioner; 
the president pro tempore of the senate and five 
members of the senate; the speaker of the house of 
representatives and five members of the house; and 
three members to be appointed by the governor. 

The post-war program commission shall gather 
all available pertinent data and information rela- 
tive to the post-war problems which will confront 
the State of Ohio. It shall cooperate with the 
state and political subdivisionsin the preparation 
of plans for post-war public works including addi- 
tional state parks. There is an appropriation of 
$50,000 plus an additional eppropriation of $400,000 
for the purpose of acquiring properties. 


fexes: House Concurrent Resolution No. 33 - Cre- 
ates a Post-War Economic Planning Commission which 
is to consist of 31 members appointed by the Gover- 
nor. The members are for themost part tobe chosen 
from designated associations representative of the 
manufacturers, oil and gas, the press and newspaper 
, publishers, American Legion, women's clubs, Bar As- 
sociation, state teachers, chambers of commerce, 





e3 
“| @outy judges and commissioners, college or univer- 


sity president, medical association, sheep, cattle 
and goat raisers, motor transportation, good roads, 
bankers, and lumbermen. Other members are to be 
representative of the fields of agriculture, engi- 
neering, architecture, labor, and railroads, and 
one Senate and one House member is to be selected. 
The Commission is charged with making a study of 
post-wer economic problems and with cooperating 
with other groups, local, state, or national. 


Federal 
i. #2. 2798 (From the AMA Washington News Letter 
of July 19, 1943.) "The amendments to the road 


act of 1916 which Congress passed as HR 2798 made 
several significant changes in the procedures pre- 
scribed forthe Public Roads Administration and for 
highway departments, and substantially raises the 
degree in which municipalities may participate in 
the sharing of the funds. The new road bill, as 
Congress passed it, does these things: 

"It authorizes the Commissioner of Public Roads 
to spend $50,000,000 'in cooperation with highway 
departments' for planning routes between, through, 
and around urban localities. The planning will be 
With special consideration of the economic factors 
- trends in locations of industries, populations, 
etc. The expenditure will be 'for surveys, plans, 
specifications, andestimates.' Money for the pur- 





f 


#4 {ijpose comes from PRA's unexpended balance ($68,847, 


531) onhand July 1. Apportionment will follow the 
|  formla in the original act - 1/3 by arta, 1/3 by 
| population, 1/3 by post-road mileage. Much of the 


lal . ; . 
California: 


planning, said PRA officials, will be inurban areas 
if the cities request it. 

"It authorizes the Commissioner to reimburse 
states and local governments for repair of damage 
to roads and streets caused by the military or by 
a federal contractor or other agency in connection 
with war or national defense activities. As pre- 
viously reported, intent to claim reimbursement for 
damages occurring between May 27, 1941, and the 
bill's enactment date should be filed with the Com 
missioner within 30 days ofthe enactment date, and 
hereafter intent to claim damages mst be filed 
within 30 days after the damages are sustained. 
Appropriations to cover the claims will be made 
later. 

"It provides that state highway departments 
for the first time may spend federal road-aid monies 
to purchase rights-of-way. State highway depart- 
ments may acquire the rights-of-way for the federal 
aid highway system inside municipal limits. Rights- 
of-way should be acquired during the war so urban 
and inter-urban road and street projects may be 
ready for construction, in the contract stage, when 
the warisended. (Cther provisions direct the Com 
missioner of Public Roads to survey the need of a 
national system of express highways, increase by 
$17,500,000 the funds now available to develop raw 
material access roads, provide $10,000,000 for ex- 
penditures for highways and streets of highway sys- 
tems damaged by natural catastrophes - floods, 
earthquakes, storms; and they authorize the Federal 


‘Works Agency to pay 50% of the cost of acquisition 


by states and local governments of toll bridges 
(including interstate toll bridges) if the Secre- 
tary of War certifies that such will contribute to 
the war effort." 


LEGISLATION—PROPOSED 
Federal 


&. Rk. 3058 Introduced byMr. Maas, June 28, 1943. 
This bill proposes an appropriation of not less 
than $25,000,000 to make advances to municipalities, 
to assist inthe preparation of working plans and 
specifications, profiles, etc., for public works 
and improvements in the post-war period. The bill 
proposes a 50 per cent contribution. It is condi- 
tioned upon the employment of "a competent engineer 
and/or architect to make a preliminary report on 
the public works and improvements for which the 
municipality desires plan preparation. . ." The 
distributing agency is the Federal Works Agency. 


LEGISLATION-VETOED 
State 

Assembly Bill No. 1979. This bill 
known as the "Local Area Rehabilitation Act" would 
have authorized cities, counties, and cities and 
counties torehabilitate and reconstruct retrograde 
areas. We understand that this bill was pocket 
vetoed by the Governor because it was introduced 
into the legislature at such a late date that few 
understood its complete meaning and the provisions 
relating topowers of eminent domain seemed to con- 
flict with other statutes. 
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FREEWAYS FOR THE REGION. Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia; Arthur H. Adams, Acting Chief Engineer. 1943. 
Unpaged,maps,illus. ("Popularly" written and cast 
in a layout of unusual excellence, this report 
states the problem of freeways for the Los Angeles 
region from their histrocial background to the fi- 
nancing of their construction. A fine job.) 


WAR, BABIES, AND THE FUTURE. William Fielding Og- 
burn. Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, NewYork, New York. Pamphlet No. &3, 
1943. 3lpp.charts. 10¢. (An excellent statement 
of the size, kind, and age of population we may 
expect as a result of the war. We recommend this 
pamphlet highly to all planners who are engaged 
in forecasting the future population of their com 
munities. ) 


CITY PLANNING IN SCHENECTADY: A Review and Apprais- 
al with Suggestions for Forward Steps. Schenectady 
Bureau of Municipal Research, Inc., 20 Jay Street, 
Schenectady, New York. 1942. 59pp.mimeo. 


PROVIDING MUNICIPAL SERVICES OUTSIDE CORPORATE 
LIMITS. The Experience of Tennessee Cities. Gerald 
W. Shaw. Department of Political Science, Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee. July 1943. 
2lpp.mimeo.,tables. (Should cities provide sewer, 
water, police, fire services tourban areas outside 
of the city limits? If so, what should they charge 
for those services?) 


IT'S YOUR CITY PLAN! Harland Bartholomew and As- 
sociates forWichita City Planning Commission, City 
Hall, Wichita, Kansas; P.L. Brockway, Secretary. 
February 1943. 32pp.illus.,graphs,maps. (A review 
of planning progress in Wichita, a statement of 
shortcomings in carrying out the plan, and a look 
toward the future.) 


SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF ANNUAL LUNCHEON AND CON- 
FERENCE. Philadelphia Housing Association, 1717 
Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Edmund 
N. Bacon, Managing Director. March 1943. lé6pp. 


PROPOSAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMIC OPPOR- 
TUNITIES IN THE ALABAMA-COOSA DRAINAGE BASIN AREA. 
Basil Stockbridge, Acting Director, Agricultural 
and Industrial Development Board of Georgia, 211- 
212 State Office Building, Atlanta, Georgia. May 
1943. 24pp.mimeo.map,table. 


LAND UTILIZATION IN THE NORTHERN SIERRA NEVADA. 
David Weeks, A.E. Wieslander, H. R. Josephson, and 
C. L. Hill. University of California, College of 
Agriculture, Agricultural Experiment Station, Berke- 
ley, California. 1943. 127pp.tables,maps,illus. 


IS NEW INDUSTRY TAX EXEMPTION EFFECTIVE? South 
Carolina State Planning Board, 100 Calhoun State 
Office Building, Columbai, South Carolina; Robert 
1. Sumwalt, Chairman. March 1943. 36pp.tables. 


72 





A DECADE OF REGIONAL PLANNING IN NEW ENGLAND. New 
England Regional Planning Commission. National Re- 
sources Planning Board, Region 1, 2100 Federal.» 
Building, Boston, Massachusetts. June 1943. 31pp. WN { 
mimeo.,tables,maps. (Requests for publications | 
should be addressed to Federal Works Agency, 99 
Chauncy Street, Boston, Massachusetts, Attention of 
Roland B. Greeley.) | 


SOME LEGAL APPROACHES TO PROBLEMS OF THE RURAL- 
URBAN FRINGE. Orval Etter. Reprint from Qregon 
Law Review, University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, , 
25pp. | TO 


April 1943. 
PENNSYLVANIA PLANNING. Handicrafts in Post War Plan- | — 
ning. Pennsylvania Department of Commerce, State Vol 
Planning Board, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. May 1943. — 
28pp.illus. 


PROPOSED PLAN FOR THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA FOR THE PERIOD 1943- 
1949. Nevada State Planning Board, Carson City, 
Nevada; Robert A. Allen, Chairman. October 1942, 





108pp.mimeo. , tables, graphs,maps,illus. _ 
PROCEEDINGS OF NEVADA'S FIRST ECONOMIC CONFERENCE, 0 
Reno, Nevada, May 8, 9, 1942. State Printing Of- - 
fice, Carson City, Nevada. 1942. l12lpp. (Includes i 
papers on planning by Robert A. Allen, State High- 
way Engineer; Alfred Merritt Smith, State Engineer; 
and V. B. Stanbery, Regional Counselor, NRPB.) yt 


INDUSTRIAL DIRECTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA.  Southgy) gp to’ 
Carolina State Planning Board, 100 Calhoun State 0 
Office Building, Columbia, South Carolina; R. L. 





Sumwalt, Chairman. March 1943. 187pp.maps. (Re- | 2 
cords 4,855 establishments as compared to the total du 
of 1,613 in the 1941 report.) ie 
PUBLIC LAND ACQUISITION FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES. David ~~ 
R. Levin. Public Roads Administration. Available = 
from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 1943. th 
32pp. 10¢. fe 
e 
PLAN NOW FOR FUTURE PUBLIC WORKS. Construction,and - 
Civic Development Department, Chamber of Commerce la 
of the United States, Washington, D. C.: F. Stuart te 
Fitzpatrick, Manager. 17pp. er 
RESEARCH AND POST WAR PLANNING — SURVEY OF AGENCIES, 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. United Nations Information Office, = 
610 Fift.. Avenue, New York City. Part IX, June th 
1943. 2 vols.mimeo. 75¢. do 
LA LABOR DE LA JUNTA DE PLANIFICACION. Junta de “e 
Planificacidn, Urbanizacidn, y Zonificacion de Puerto on 
Rico, Santurce, Puerto Rico; Sr. Rafael Picd, Presi- do 
dente. April 1943. 3lpp.mimeo. (First report of ab 


the work of the Puerto Rico Planning, Urbanizing and 
Zoning Board in Spanish. Outlines the powers and po 
duties of the Board, describes the work done in the 

various divisions dealing with urban development, @iy) (ify 


the division of cartography, the division of fi- th 
eae and the division of industries and serv- le 
ices. 
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